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| NORTH CANTON A judge
has dismissed former Council-
man Chuck Osborne’s law-

. suit against the city that

claimed couneil illegally in-'
voked the emergency clause in

- July raising council salaries.
Stark County Common Pleas

- Judge John Haas’ opinion cit-
_ed rulings by the Ohio Supreme
Court that say if a city provides
a specific enough reason for
“whyit’s passing legislation as an

emergency, it’s hot up'to a

court to review whether it re-

ally is an emergency. ;
Haas found that council’s

“reasoning for the emergency .

is stated with sufficient detail”
Council President Jon Sny-

der, Ward 4, said council passed

the raises costing $19,200 a

year for members and the may-='-

or as an emergency so they

_could go into effect Monday,

with the start of a new term of
council. But the charter re-
quires that raises fora subse-

quent term be approved 30

“days’ before the filing dead-

line for council candidates,

which was in early August.
Legislation with an emer-

gency clause takes effect imme-

diately and is not subject to be-

ing placed on the ballot with
the collection of petition signa-

tures. Regular legislation has

to go through three votes, usu-

ally over a six week period, and .
‘%val doesn’t 80 D

then on;
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Osbegnhe @L@d{ ]uas"xSmt in

August. He: clalmed council
passed the raises as an emer-
gency to avoid a referendum.
“The system really isn’t
working at all anymore ...
long as they're going to use
(the emeérgency clause) ‘the.
abuses of that:are going to
continue,” Osborne said.
Osborne said he would have
to decide whether he would
appeal ‘the ruling to the 5th
strict Court of Appeals.
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